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WOODLAND CAPITAL GRANTS 

The Government has two current grant schemes to fund the creation of new woodland on farmland. The 

objectives of the two schemes is to protect wildlife, boost the timber sector and reduce flood risk across the UK. 

The Woodland Creation Grant is designed to provide grant funding for smaller parcels of new woodland, whilst 

the Woodland Carbon Fund is designed for large scale woodland creation.  

BCM can provide advice to clients on all aspects of the creation of new woodland; including the application 

process for grant funding, organising the works, overseeing the ongoing management and advising on related 

matters. To assist we are offering initial free consultations to discuss the schemes.  

Further information on the two schemes is provided below:  

Countryside Stewardship Scheme – Woodland Creation Grant 

The Woodland Creation Grant forms part of Natural England’s package of Countryside Stewardship Schemes and 

will enable farmers, foresters and land managers to apply for up to £6,800 per hectare to plant, weed and protect 

new woodland plantations. The minimum area of land per grant application is 3ha, which can be comprised of 

multiple blocks, each with a minimum size of 0.5ha.  

There are some limitations on the mixture of species included within new planting, a minimum stocking density 

and the inclusion of open spaces within parcels, but these can be considered in more detail against the intended 

objectives for the woodland.  

Each application is assessed upon its beneficial contribution towards water and biodiversity and most 

demonstrate how the new woodland will achieve these benefits as well as any additional environmental benefits.  

Additional funding is also available for a 10-year Woodland Creation Maintenance, which pays an additional £200 

per hectare. Additionally, farmers will still be able to claim their Basic Payment Scheme over the area planted for 

woodland for the duration of the 10 years.  
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Woodland Carbon Fund 

The Woodland Carbon Fund is managed by the Forestry Commission and is intended for the creation of larger 

scale productive new woodland with environmental benefits. The grant funding is available for 80% of the costs of 

new woodland creation, subject to a cap of £6,800 (100% funding is available in priority areas, e.g. peri-urban 

areas). The minimum size for an application is 10ha, increasing to 30ha from July 2018.  The minimum area can be 

made up of multiple individual blocks, each with a minimum area of 5ha.  

There are different limitation on the specific mixture of species planted, and the minimum stocking densities are 

higher than under the Woodland Creation Grant, however these can be tailored to meet the objectives of the 

clients.   

Each application must be supported by a Woodland Creation Design Plan, for which additional grant funding is 

available to finance the creation of these plans. BCM can organise the necessary grant application and 

preparation of the necessary plans for this application.   

Additional capital is available at a rate of £5,000 per hectare at year five following the successful establishment of 

new woodland. As with the Woodland Creation Grant, farmers will still be able to claim their Basic Payment 

Scheme over the area planted for woodland for a term of 10 years.  

 

For further information on the schemes, visit the links below:  

Woodland Creation Grant: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/countryside-stewardship-woodland-

support#funding-for-woodland-creation-  

Woodland Carbon Fund: https://www.forestry.gov.uk/england-wcf 
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If you have any queries, please contact Oliver Cooper 

Call: +44(0)1983 828 800   Email: ocooper@bcm.co.uk 
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